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The Treasure
It was a hot, sunny day in June when Miranda and Jessica, who had recently become friends, 
were exploring in the vacant lot at the end of the street.  Miranda had lived her whole life in this 
neighborhood, but Jessica had moved in just two months ago.  The vacant lot was filled with wild 
flowers, weeds, and litter.  Miranda and Jessica were hoping to find something exciting to cure  
their boredom.

“Hey!  Look at this!” called Miranda.

“What is it?” asked Jessica.

“It looks like a message.”

Jessica hurried to catch up with Miranda.  Miranda was peering over a tattered piece of paper.  Her eyes 
got bigger and bigger as she read.

“What does it say?” asked Jessica.

“It says that a treasure was buried here!  I just can’t believe it!” exclaimed Miranda.  The girls 
screamed excitedly and began to follow the directions written in the letter.  The first clue sent them to 
the back of the lot.  From there, they found another clue that sent them to the garbage cans.  Under the 
biggest garbage can was another note.  Miranda and Jessica just couldn’t believe it.  Things were falling 
into place too easily.

They were right.  In the midst of reading another clue, Jason jumped out from behind the garbage can 
laughing.  The girls were mad!  They took off screaming and tried to catch Jason.
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Fiction: Mystery/Suspense/Adventure

Story Questions

 1. According to the story, Miranda and Jessica are . . . 
 a. bored and frustrated.
 b. unsure about the treasure hunt.
 c. enjoying the treasure hunt.
 d. going shopping when they get home.

 2. Which paragraph explains how long Miranda and Jessica have been friends?
 a. second paragraph c. fourth paragraph
 b. first paragraph d. third paragraph

 3. At the end of the passage, Miranda and Jessica realize they have been . . . 
 a. honest.
 b. tricked.
 c. amazed.
 d. busy.
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