
Lesson 1

T6 | Solving Problems

Introduce the Read-Aloud

 Teacher Sharing  Draw attention to the Theme Poster and 
read the Central Question aloud.

Central Question
What are different ways to solve our 

problems with others?

Share a few examples of personal problems to which students 
can relate. For example, you might tell about a time when you 
were overwhelmed by a task. Use the Theme Vocabulary and 
include the following details:

• Explain the circumstances and nature of the problem.
• Describe how you felt when confronted with the problem.
• Tell about the way you resolved the problem or conflict.
• Describe how you felt after solving the problem.

Then ask students to think about similar problems they’ve 
experienced. 

 Partner Brainstorming  Have partners work together to 
brainstorm different kinds of problems a person might face. 
Tell partners to make a list of three or more examples of 
personal conflicts. Give partners ample time to discuss their 
ideas. 

Display Graphic Organizers: Web 1 (Digital Resources). 
Have each pair share at least one example from their list as 
you record responses in the web. After completing it, save 
Graphic Organizers: Web 1 (Digital Resources) to use in 
Lesson 4. CCSS  SL.1.1, SL.1.1a, SL.1.1b

Theme Vocabulary

independent
influence
persuasion

plan
rules

Word of the Week: independent

Remind students that an independent 
thinker is someone who attempts to 
solve problems themselves. Ask: How 
can being an independent thinker help 
you solve conflicts in your life?

Challenge students to use the word 
independent while speaking and 
writing.

ConnectConnect

SL.1.1: Participate in conversations. SL.1.1a: Follow rules for discussions. SL.1.1b: Respond to comments. 
Common Core State StandardsCCSS

Theme
• To brainstorm conflict resolution 

strategies related to a given situation

Comprehension
• To understand the features related to 

realistic fiction

Lesson Focus

Graphic Organizers: Web 1 

DIGITAL RESOURCES
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 Preview the Book and Genre  Display Big Moon Tortilla 
and read aloud the title and the names of the author and 
illustrator. Explain that Big Moon Tortilla is realistic fiction. 
Define realistic fiction for students.

 

ge
n

re

Realistic Fiction
• a story that could be real but is not
• tells about characters and events that could be real but are not
• set in the present in a real or existing place

 Build Background  Show Background Building Video 1 
(Digital Resources). After watching the video, take a picture 
walk through Big Moon Tortilla, explaining to students 
that this story takes place in the desert. Prompt students to 
point out any plants, animals, and land formations that were 
featured in the video. Then display page 5 and introduce the 
characters: This is Marta Enos. She lives in a desert home with 
her grandmother. Invite students to tell what it might be like to 
live in a desert. CCSS  SL.1.1, SL.1.1a, SL.1.1b

Write About  It  Have students respond to this prompt 
in writing: Draw or write about a time when you needed 
help solving a problem. Tell students they will discuss their 
response in Lesson 2. CCSS  W.1.8

Background Building Video 1  
(run time 2:25)

DIGITAL RESOURCES

Sentence Frames Students may need 
help articulating their ideas as they 
respond to the prompt and as they 
discuss their response to it in Lesson 2. 
Provide students with sentence frames. 
For example: 

• I needed help with _______.
• _______ helped me to _______. 

English Language Learners

Connect

W.1.8: Recall experiences or gather information. SL.1.1: Participate in conversations. SL.1.1a: Follow rules for 
discussions. SL.1.1b: Respond to comments. 

Common Core State StandardsCCSS

Cultural Awareness The setting 
in Big Moon Tortilla is a village on a 
Native American reservation in the 
American Southwest. Invite students 
to share what they know about Native 
American ways of life. Tell students 
that the characters in Big Moon Tortilla 
are part of a Native American group 
known as the Papago.
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Lesson 2

Read & DiscussRead & Discuss

Listening Vocabulary

sunset, p. 3
desert, p. 3
tortillas, p. 5
tossed, p. 5
disaster, p. 7

grief, p. 13
healing, p. 18
f ierce, p. 23
pale, p. 28
wise, p. 30

Lesson Resource 2

DIGITAL RESOURCES

Extra Support
Visuals To help students with the 
vocabulary, display photographs 
that depict examples of the words. 
Ask questions about the pictures. For 
example, show pictures of a sunset 
and a desert. Ask: Which picture shows 
sunset? Then ask: What kind of land do 
you see in the desert?

Di!erentiated Instruction

Vocabulary
• To learn and practice new words

Lesson Focus Minilesson
Listening Vocabulary

 Introduce Vocabulary  Display Lesson Resource 2 (Digital 
Resources) and introduce the vocabulary by

• reading the words and having students repeat after you.
• sharing the student-friendly explanations. 

Student-Friendly Explanations

Sunset  is the time of day when the sun goes down.

A  desert  is a wide area of rocky, sandy land where there is very little water or rainfall.

Tortillas  are very thin, flat, round pieces of bread made of corn or wheat flour. 

If you  tossed  something, you threw it in a light and easy way.

A  disaster  is an event that happens suddenly and causes a lot of damage.

If you are filled with  grief , you feel very sad.

If something is  healing , or soothing, it makes you feel better.

A  fierce  animal is ready to fight.

Something that is  pale  is very light in color.

A  wise  person makes smart decisions.

CCSS  L.1.4a

L.1.4a: Use context as a clue to meaning. 
Common Core State StandardsCCSS
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Lesson 2

Check Comprehension

 Begin Reading  Read aloud pages 3–25. Then ask these 
questions to reinforce comprehension:

CHARACTER’S PERSPECTIVE Why does Marta feel so upset 
that she can’t stop crying? (Her homework pages !ew out the 
window and the dogs chewed them up. "en her glasses fell 
o# and broke.) CCSS  RL.1.1, RL.1.3

IDENTIFY DETAILS What di#erent choices for dealing with a 
problem does Grandmother give? (Be like a tree and look out 
in all directions; be still and quiet like a rock; be strong and 
ready to $ght for what is right like a mountain lion; look at your 
problem from far away like an eagle and see how small it is.) 
CCSS  RL.1.1, RL.1.3

Deepen Comprehension

Talk About It  Tell students they will discuss the 
following question: Do you think Marta has good reasons 
to!cry?

Give students time to consider their response, and allow them 
to review their response to the Lesson 1 writing prompt. Then 
begin the discussion. Encourage all students to participate in 
the discussion. Prompt further discussion by asking:

• When you are feeling frustrated, sad, or angry, do you 
have a hard time making decisions? Why or why not?

• Do you think Marta can make an independent choice 
about how to solve the problem?  
CCSS  SL.1.1, SL.1.1a, SL.1.1b

Write About  It  Have students respond to this prompt 
in writing: Draw and write about Marta’s problem. Is it a big 
problem or a small problem? Tell students they will discuss 
their response in Lesson 3. CCSS  W.1.8

English learners may require an 
explanation of the following words or 
phrases in order to understand their 
meanings.

• a fussing wind, p. 3
Restate: a breeze of air

• wind huffed the papers, p. 9
Restate: wind lifted the papers

• with a little cough, p. 9
Pantomime: a cough or puff of air

• in no time at all, p. 11
Restate: quickly

• floured hands, p. 14
Restate:  hands covered with ground 

cornmeal

English Language Learners

Read & Discuss

RL.1.1: Ask and answer questions. RL.1.3: Describe characters, settings, and events. W.1.8: Recall experiences or gather 
information. SL.1.1: Participate in conversations. SL.1.1a: Follow rules for discussions. SL.1.1b: Respond to comments.  

Common Core State StandardsCCSS

Comprehension
• To demonstrate understanding of a text 

read aloud

Listening and Speaking
• To participate in an in-depth discussion 

about concepts related to a text

Lesson Focus

Word of the Week: independent

During Talk About It, ask students how 
being independent helps them solve 
their problems. Encourage them to 
use independent and the other Theme 
Vocabulary words in their discussion.

Theme Vocabulary
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Lesson 3

Lesson Resource 3

DIGITAL RESOURCES

Extra Support
Role-Play To help students 
understand the four options, invite 
volunteers to act out being a tree, a 
rock, a mountain lion, and an eagle. 
After each turn, help students identify 
which solution is related to each 
object or animal. Guide students in 
understanding each connection.

Di!erentiated Instruction

Read & DiscussRead & Discuss

RL.1.7: Describe characters, setting, or events. 
Common Core State StandardsCCSS

Theme
• To identify solutions to a problem  

in a story

Lesson Focus Minilesson

 Theme Connection

 Discuss Solutions to Problems  Review the events on 
pages 3–25 of Big Moon Tortilla. Then reread pages 18–25, 
emphasizing Grandmother’s suggestions for solving the 
problems. Discuss how the tree, rock, mountain lion, and 
eagle help students remember each solution.

• Be like a tree and look at the whole situation.
• Be still and quiet like a rock and wait for a solution.
• Be like a mountain lion; be fierce and fight for what is 

right.
• Be like an eagle; fly high and see that the problems are 

smaller than you think.

Display Lesson Resource 3 (Digital Resources) and read 
aloud each answer choice in the word bank. Then read the 
first solution and ask students which word represents the 
strategy of looking at the whole situation. (tree) Repeat for the 
other three solutions, inviting volunteers to choose the word 
that represents each solution.

Invite the class to discuss what Grandmother is trying to teach 
Marta about solving problems. Ask:

• Why doesn’t Grandmother give just one solution for 
Marta to use to solve her problem? (Sample response: 
Grandmother wants Marta to choose the solution that is 
best for her.)

• Marta has more than one problem. How do you think she 
should go about solving them? (Marta should solve one 
problem at a time.)

CCSS  RL.1.7
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Lesson 3

Check Comprehension

 Continue Reading  Read pages 26–31 aloud. Then ask these 
questions to reinforce comprehension and understanding:

IDENTIFY DETAILS Aside from giving her some good advice, 
how else does Grandmother help Marta? (She wraps some 
tape around the arm of her glasses and !xes them.)  
CCSS  RL.1.1, RL.1.3

DRAW CONCLUSIONS Why does Marta decide to be an eagle? 
(Marta wants to see the “bigger picture” like the eagle and not 
take her problems so seriously.) CCSS  RL.1.1, RL.1.3

Deepen Comprehension

Talk About It  Tell students they will discuss the 
following prompt: The eagle sees that the problem is small 
and laughs. Is being like an eagle always the best choice? 
Why or why not?

Give students time to consider their response, and allow them 
to review their response to the Lesson 2 writing prompt. Then 
begin the discussion. Encourage every student to participate 
in the discussion. Prompt further discussion by asking:

• What is a problem that requires a different solution?
• Some people are shy; others are not shy. How does your 

personality affect how you solve problems?

CCSS  SL.1.1

Write About  It  Have students respond to this 
prompt: Draw and write about a time when someone helped 
you see that a big problem was really a small problem. 
CCSS  W.1.8

English learners may require an 
explanation or demonstration of 
the following words or phrases to 
understand their meanings.

• the arm of the glasses, p. 26
Restate:  side piece of  the glasses 

that holds them to her 
head

• big and pale as a rising  
full moon, p. 28
Restate: very large and white

English Language Learners

Word of the Week: independent

During Talk About It, ask students 
why it is sometimes hard to make 
independent decisions. Encourage 
students to use the word independent 
and other Theme Vocabulary words 
during their discussion.

Theme Vocabulary

RL.1.1: Ask and answer questions. RL.1.3: Describe characters, settings, and events. W.1.8: Recall experiences or gather 
information. SL.1.1: Participate in conversations. 

Common Core State Standards

Read & Discuss

CCSS

Comprehension
• To demonstrate understanding of a text 

read aloud

Listening and Speaking
• To participate in an in-depth discussion 

about concepts related to a text

Lesson Focus
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Lesson 4

ApplyApply
 Voices Activity: ABC Problem Solving

 Discuss Resolving Conflicts  Remind students that 
Grandmother showed Marta four different ways for 
dealing with a problem. Ask students to help you name 
Grandmother’s suggestions for solving problems. Prompt 
students with the words tree, rock, mountain lion, and eagle. 
(A tree looks out in all directions. A rock sits quiet and still 
and waits. A mountain lion fights for what is right. An eagle 
flies high and sees how small the problem is.)

Display Graphic Organizers: Web 1 (Digital Resources), 
the personal conflict web that you created with the students 
in Lesson 1. Choose one problem from the web. An example 
might be being bullied at school. Model how you might solve 
the problem using one of Grandmother’s suggestions:

• If I’m like a tree, I can look out in all directions. If I look 
around, I might see someone who can help me.

• If I’m like a rock, I can be quiet and ignore the bully. 
Maybe then he or she will get bored and go away.

• If I’m like a mountain lion, I can face the bully and tell him 
or her to leave me alone.

• If I’m like an eagle, I can look at the big picture. If I do that 
I might not care what the bully is doing.

Ask students to discuss the solution that would feel right for 
them. To help facilitate the discussion, introduce a beanbag 
or other soft object that students can toss from one person to 
another. Tell students that only the person holding the object 
may speak. Hold the object and tell students which piece of 
Grandmother’s advice you would follow. Then toss the object 
to a student and let him or her take the next turn. Continue 
in this way, reminding students to always toss the object to 
someone who hasn’t had a turn. If a student who catches the 
object doesn’t want to speak, he or she can simply toss it to 
another student. Continue until the object has been tossed to 
all of the students. CCSS  SL.1.1, SL.1.1b, SL.1.4

Graphic Organizers: Web 1

DIGITAL RESOURCES

Word of the Week: independent

Tell students that it takes an 
independent person to choose a 
solution that is just right for him or 
her. Invite students to share their own 
ideas: What else does it take to be an 
independent problem solver?

Theme Vocabulary

SL.1.1: Participate in conversations. SL.1.1b: Respond to comments. SL.1.4: Describe using details, ideas, and feelings. 
Common Core State StandardsCCSS

Theme
• To apply ABC Problem Solving to a conflict 

within a text

Listening and Speaking
• To participate in a discussion

Lesson Focus
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Lesson 4

  Partner Sharing  Display Lesson Resource 4 (Digital 
Resources) and read the ABC Problem Solving Method. Tell 
partners to choose a personal problem that they shared with 
each other in Lesson 1. Then prompt them to discuss the 
problem and how to solve it using ABC Problem Solving and 
Grandmother’s suggested solutions. Use the outline below to 
guide students:

A.  ASK WHAT THE PROBLEM IS.
Have partners choose a problem they shared with each other in Lesson 1.

B.  BRAINSTORM DIFFERENT WAYS TO SOLVE THE PROBLEM.
Have students discuss the four ways Grandmother suggested for dealing with 
the problem. For each way, students should discuss possible outcomes and 
consequences in relation to the problem.

C.  CHOOSE THE BEST WAY. 
Ask students to choose the best way to approach the problem—like a tree,  
a rock, a mountain lion, or an eagle.

After the discussion, have partners work together to complete 
Teaching Masters page 3. Then invite partners to share 
their answers with the class. Discuss the advantages of each 
solution. CCSS  SL.1.1, SL.1.1b, SL.1.4

Write About  It  Have students respond to this prompt 
in writing: When everything seems to be going wrong at 
once, it is important to make a plan to solve each problem. 
What is Marta’s plan at the end of the story? CCSS  W.1.8

Lesson Resource 4

DIGITAL RESOURCES

Problem Solving Methods Have 
students take home Teaching 
Masters page 3 to share with their 
families. Encourage them to tell 
family members what they learned 
about solving problems by listening 
to Big Moon Tortilla. Students can 
then ask family members what 
methods they use when they have a 
problem they need to solve.

 3 Solving Problems
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  Think of a problem you want to solve. Answer the 
questions.

Partner Sharing

 
Big Moon Tortilla

Voices Activity

 1. What is a problem you want to solve? 

  EFGHGHGHGHGHGHGHGHGHGHGHGHGHGHGHEFGHGHGHGHGHGHGHGHGHGHGHGHGHGHGHEFGHGHGH
 2. How will you solve the problem? Circle the picture.

Jan did not invite me to her party.

Sample responses are shown.

 3. Explain how you will solve the problem.

  EFGHGHGHGHGHGHGHGHGHGHGHGHGHGHGHEFGHGHGHGHGHGHGHGHGHGHGHGHGHGHGHEFGHGHGHI will wait to see if Jan will invite me.

Teaching Masters, page 3

Apply

W.1.8: Recall experiences or gather information. SL.1.1: Participate in conversations. SL.1.1b: Respond to comments. 
SL.1.4: Describe using details, ideas, and feelings.  

Common Core State StandardsCCSS
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Lesson 5

ReflectReflect

Lesson Resource 2

DIGITAL RESOURCES

Enrichment
Create Sentences Have students use 
the vocabulary words in sentences. 
For example: My sister and I tossed a 
football back and forth at the park.

Di!erentiated Instruction

SL.1.6: Produce complete sentences. L.1.4: Define words and phrases. L.1.4a: Use context as a clue to meaning. 
L.1.5c: Define words by category and attributes. 

Common Core State StandardsCCSS

Vocabulary
• To use new words in sentences

Lesson Focus Minilesson
Listening Vocabulary

 Review  Display Lesson Resource 2 (Digital Resources) and 
review the vocabulary words and their meanings. Then ask 
students the following questions:

• When do some people eat dinner? (at sunset)
• What is something you might see in a desert? (Sample 

responses: You might see a cactus, sand, and rocks in the 
desert.)

• What is a name for round, flat discs of bread made from 
corn or wheat? (tortillas)

• If I tossed a ball, would it be in the air or underwater? 
(If you tossed a ball, it would be in the air)

• What is a disaster you have heard or read about? (Sample 
response: A disaster I have heard about was a wind storm 
in our town last spring.)

• What word describes how you might feel if your best 
friend moved away? (grief)

• How do you know when something is healing? (Sample 
response: When something is healing, you feel better)

• Which animal is fierce, a mouse or a lion? Explain why. 
(Sample response: A lion is fierce because it hunts other 
animals.)

• What word describes the color of the moon, tortillas, and 
milk? (pale)

• How would you describe someone who makes good 
decisions and knows how to solve problems? (wise)

CCSS  SL.1.6, L.1.4, L.1.4a, L.1.5c
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Lesson 5

Make Connections

 Revisit the Central Question  Read the Central Question aloud.

Central Question
What are different ways to solve our 

problems with others?

Remind students that there are different ways to solve 
problems. Some of them involve taking action. Other 
solutions involve looking at the problem in a new way.

Display Lesson Resource 5 (Digital Resources) and read each 
problem aloud. Discuss which strategy would work best with 
each problem. Remind students that different people may 
choose different ways to solve the same problem.
CCSS  SL.1.1, SL.1.2

 Respond to Literature  Have students write responses to the 
following question: What is the most helpful way to solve a 
conflict? Tell why you think so.

Before they begin writing, ask students to review what they 
drew and wrote for the Write About It prompts about Big 
Tortilla Moon. Have them consider how their responses relate 
to the Central Question and to Big Moon Tortilla. Ask them 
to think about everything they have learned about solving 
problems. CCSS  W.1.8

Community Service Project As 
a class, discuss bullying and other 
conflict-related issues that affect 
the school community. Make a 
list of problems and issues and 
help students arrive at conflict 
resolution methods.

Lesson Resource 5

DIGITAL RESOURCES

Theme Vocabulary

independent
influence
persuasion

plan
rules

Challenge students to incorporate the 
Theme Vocabulary into their writing. 
Ask them to focus particularly on the 
Word of the Week: independent.

Reflect

W.1.8: Recall experiences or gather information. SL.1.1: Participate in conversations. SL.1.2: Ask and answer questions 
about presented information.

Common Core State StandardsCCSS

Theme
• To relate concepts from a text to the 

Central Question

Writing
• To write in response to literature

Lesson Focus


