
Lesson 1

T6 | My Problems, My Solutions

ConnectConnect
Introduce the Read-Aloud

 Teacher Sharing  Draw attention to the theme poster and the 
Central Question.

Theme Vocabulary

betray
collaborate
compromise 

intimidate
manipulate 

Word of the Week: intimidate

Remind students that one reason 
conflicts arise between people is 
because one person intimidates the 
other by scaring or threatening  
him or her.

As students share strategies for dealing 
with your conflict, ask: Did one person 
intimidate the other in my conflict? If so, 
how?

Display and discuss intimidate 
throughout the week. Challenge 
students to use the word while 
speaking or writing.

SL.3.1: Engage in collaborative discussions. SL.3.1d: Explain ideas and understanding.
Common Core State Standards

Central Question
How can we solve conflicts in our lives?

Share a brief story about a time you or someone you know 
moved to a new place and had to deal with a conflict. Use 
the Theme Vocabulary as much as possible and include the 
following details:

• the nature of the conflict
• the reason for the conflict and who was involved (Do not 

use real names.)
• the feelings you and the other person experienced

Tell your story up to the point just before you resolved the 
conflict.

  Partner Brainstorming  Tell students they are going to work 
with their partners to brainstorm strategies for dealing with 
the conflict you shared with them. 

• Have partners brainstorm strategies you might have 
used to solve your conflict. Encourage them to compare 
and contrast strategies, explaining their own ideas and 
building on each other’s ideas and then evaluating which 
ones might work best.

• Have partners share their thinking with the class. 

Then finish your story, explaining how the conflict was 
resolved. Have students identify whether your strategy is one 
they brainstormed. Emphasize, however, that people usually 
have more than one option for handling a conflict.  
CCSS  SL.3.1, SL.3.1d

CCSS

Theme
• To brainstorm con!ict resolution 

strategies

Comprehension
• To learn features related to realistic f iction

Lesson Focus



Lesson 1

| T7  First Day in Grapes

 Preview the Book and Genre  Display First Day in Grapes, 
and read aloud the title and the names of the author and 
illustrator. Explain that First Day in Grapes is realistic fiction. 
Read aloud the features of realistic fiction to students, and 
explain that knowing these features can help them understand 
the story.

Background Building Video 1  
(Run time: 2:03)

DIGITAL RESOURCES

Picture Walk To preview the book, 
show students the illustrated pages 
of the story in sequence. As you 
display each illustration, ask students 
to identify people, items, and actions 
pictured. Then ask students focused 
questions about what the pictures 
suggest might happen in the story.

English Language Learners

W.3.10: Write routinely. 
Common Core State Standards

ge
n

re

Realistic !ction
• a story that could be real but is not
• tells about characters and events that could be real but are not
• set in the present in a real or existing place

 Build Background  Show Background Building Video 1 
(Digital Resources). After watching the video, explain to 
students that moving from place to place can be challenging, 
especially for children who want to have friends. Tell students 
that Chico, the main character in First Day in Grapes, moves 
from place to place. Also tell them that as they listen to the 
story, they will find out about the challenges Chico faces in  
his new home and how he deals with them.

Write About  It  Have students respond to this 
prompt: Can a person feel scared and show courage at the 
same time? Tell why or why not. Tell students that their 
answer to this question will help them discuss a related 
question in Lesson 2. CCSS  W.3.10

Connect

CCSS

Cultural Awareness First Day in 
Grapes depicts the experiences of 
a child whose family moves from 
migrant camp to find work in the 
fields. Chico, the main character, faces 
some teasing and prejudice based on 
his ethnicity and his family’s poverty. 
Guide students to discuss these issues 
with sensitivity and respect.
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Lesson 2

Read & DiscussRead & Discuss

Lesson Resource 2

DIGITAL RESOURCES

Listening Vocabulary

acrobat, p. 6
steering, p. 10
lurched, p. 10
struggled, p. 19
harvest, p. 21

compete, p. 21
smirked, p. 24
macho, p. 24
admitted, p. 29
bravo, p. 29

L.3.6: Acquire and use words and phrases. 
Common Core State StandardsCCSS

Vocabulary
• To learn and practice new words

Lesson Focus Minilesson
Listening Vocabulary

 Introduce Vocabulary  Display Lesson Resource 2 (Digital 
Resources). Introduce the vocabulary by

• reading the words and having students repeat them.
• sharing the student-friendly explanations. CCSS  L.3.6

Student-Friendly Explanations

An  acrobat  is a circus performer who has great balance.

When you are  steering  around people, you are !nding your way around them.

When the car  lurched , it moved forward suddenly.

If you  struggled  with your homework, you had trouble completing it.

When it’s  harvest  time, farmers pick the crops in their !elds.

If you  compete  in an activity, you test your skills against others.

If you  smirked  at someone, you smiled in an unpleasant way.

A person who is acting  macho  wants to look tough.

If you  admitted  something, you unwillingly said that it was true.

When people say  “ Bravo ”  to you, they are saying that you did a great job.

Cognates Point out that the Spanish 
word competir and the English word 
compete have similar meanings. Next 
present the meaning of compete: 
“to try to get or win something that 
somebody else is trying to get or 
win.” Reinforce the meaning with this 
context sentence: Gracie will compete 
in a race to see who is the fastest runner 
in third grade. Then have students 
demonstrate their understanding by 
completing this sentence frame: The 
two teams will compete in a _______ 
next Saturday. (Sample responses: 
swim meet; spelling bee; bike race)

English Language Learners
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Lesson 2

Check Comprehension

 Begin Reading  Read aloud pages 4–25 of First Day in Grapes. 
Then ask the following questions to reinforce comprehension. 
Tell students to refer explicitly to scenes they recall from the 
story to support their responses. CCSS  RL.3.1

IDENTIFY CHARACTERS Who is the main character in the 
story? Who causes trouble for him? (Chico is the main 
character. Mike and Tony cause trouble for him.)

IDENTIFY CHARACTERS’ FEELINGS How does Chico feel when 
Tony and Mike come up to him in the cafeteria? Why? (Chico 
feels scared because he has heard that Tony and Mike are 
mean, and they are making fun of him.)

Deepen Comprehension

Talk About It  Tell students they are going to discuss 
this question: Why is Chico able to stand up for his mother 
when the bullies say mean things about her tortillas, even 
though he is afraid? Give students time to review their 
responses to the Write About It prompt from Lesson 1 as 
they consider their response to the discussion question. Then 
begin the discussion. Prompt discussion by asking students:

• How do you think Chico feels about himself?
• What has Chico’s mother tried to teach him? CCSS  SL.3.1 

Write About  It  Have students respond to this 
prompt: What would you do to solve the conflict with the 
bullies if you were Chico? Explain your answer. CCSS  W.3.10

Students may require an explanation 
or a demonstration of the following 
phrases in order to understand their 
meanings:

• first days in (artichokes, onions, 
garlic, grapes), p. 4
Restate:  first days in new places to 

pick different vegetables 
and fruits

• Sure as grapes turn purple, p. 9
Restate: without fail

• eyes got big as lemons, p. 15
Restate:  eyes grew wide with 

surprise
• quiet enough to hear cucumbers 

grow, p. 24
Restate: completely silent

English Language Learners

Word of the Week: intimidate 

During Talk About It, tell students that 
people who try to intimidate them 
may make them feel scared. Encourage 
students to use intimidate and the 
other Theme Vocabulary words in their 
discussion.

Theme Vocabulary

RL.3.1: Ask and answer questions. W.3.10: Write routinely. SL.3.1: Engage in collaborative discussions. 
Common Core State Standards

Read & Discuss

CCSS

Comprehension
• To demonstrate understanding of a text 

read aloud

Listening and Speaking
• To participate in an in-depth discussion 

about concepts related to a text

Lesson Focus
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Lesson 3

ApplyApply
 Voices Activity: ABC Problem Solving

 Summarize the Read-Aloud  As a class, review what has 
happened so far in First Day in Grapes. Prompt students to 
recall the conflict that Chico has and to describe his feelings 
and actions so far related to that conflict. Reread aloud  
page 24 in the book and ask, What do you think Tony and 
Mike will do next? What do you think Chico will do next? After 
students share their predictions, point out that there are many 
different choices Chico can make. CCSS  RL.3.3

   Partner Brainstorming  Display Lesson Resource 3 (Digital 
Resources) and review the ABC Problem Solving Method. 
Explain to students that they are going to use the ABC 
Problem Solving Method to discuss Chico’s conflict. Display 
Lesson Resource 4 (Digital Resources) and review the 
different strategies for solving conflicts. Then distribute a 
copy of Teaching Masters page 5 to each set of partners 
and have students complete the sentences. Ask students the 
following questions to help them complete the task:

• How would Chico describe the problem? 
• What are some ways you could try to solve the problem if 

you were Chico? 
• Which way might be the most successful? 

Lesson Resource 3

DIGITAL RESOURCES

Lesson Resource 4
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  With your partner, use the ABC Problem Solving Method to discuss ways to 
solve Chico’s problem.

ABC Problem Solving

 
First Day in Grapes

Voices Activity

Ask what the problem is.

 1.  The problem from Chico’s point of view is that ________________________

_________________________________________________________________ .

Brainstorm different ways to solve the problem.

 2.  Chico can _____________________________________________________ or 

______________________________________________________________ or 

_________________________________________________________________ .

Choose the best way to solve the problem.

 3.  The best way to solve the problem is to ______________________________

_________________________________________________________________.

 4.  This is the best way because ________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________.

two mean fourth graders 

stand up to the boys and tell them to stop

ignore the teasing

ignore the teasing

get help from a teacher

are teasing him

the bullies will probably get bored with 

teasing Chico if he ignores them

Sample responses are shown.

Teaching Masters, page 5

RL.3.3: Describe characters and contributions to plot. 
Common Core State StandardsCCSS

Theme
• To apply ABC Problem Solving to a con!ict 

within a text

Listening and Speaking
• To participate in a discussion

Lesson Focus
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Lesson 3

 Prepare Role-Play  Tell students they are going to work with 
partners to role-play how Chico might solve his problem. 
Allow them time to prepare for their improvised role-plays.

• Encourage students to review the solution that they think 
will work for Chico.

• Have them plan how they will act out the solution for the 
rest of the class.

• Have partners decide on the role each student will play.
• Tell each pair to begin practicing their role-play.

 Perform Role-Play  When each pair has had time to practice, 
bring the class together to watch their classmates perform. 
Once partners have presented their role-plays, have students 
stay in character and ask them questions about their solutions. 
Then ask the class which solution they think Chico will 
choose.

Write About  It  Have students respond to this 
prompt: When should a person stand up to a bully? When 
should a person choose a different solution? Tell students 
they will discuss their responses in Lesson 4. CCSS  W.3.10

ABC Problem Solving Invite 
students to take home Teaching 
Masters page 5 and review with 
family members the ABC Problem 
Solving Method for resolving 
conflicts. Ask students to tell 
their families about Chico and his 
conflict. Also encourage students 
to discuss which methods they and 
their family members have used or 
could use to deal with problems.

Word of the Week: intimidate 

During partner brainstorming, 
have students discuss the ways the 
fourth-grade boys intimidated Chico. 
Encourage students to use intimidate 
and the other Theme Vocabulary words 
when planning their role-plays.

Theme Vocabulary

Support Role-Play As students 
perform the improvised role-play, 
do not interrupt. Correct students’ 
grammar after they have completed 
the performance so as not to interrupt 
the pretend environment. Make notes 
during the role-plays and debrief 
afterward.

English Language Learners

Apply

W.3.10: Write routinely. 
Common Core State StandardsCCSS
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Lesson 4

Read & DiscussRead & Discuss

Graphic Organizer: Conflict Escalator

DIGITAL RESOURCES

Rephrase and Simplify Show 
students the illustrated pages of 
the story in sequence as you review 
pages 4–25. Draw special attention 
to the pictures on pages 12–13 and 
22–25. Ask students questions about 
the events depicted so they can 
demonstrate understanding of the 
escalating conflict through gestures or 
single-word responses. For example, 
for pages 12–13, ask:

• Do Tony and Mike say, “Hi, Chico” or 
“Hey, new kid”? (“Hey, new kid....”)

• Is this a way to start a friendship or a 
conflict? (conflict)

• Does Chico’s seatmate say that 
the older boys are good guys, or 
troublemakers? (troublemakers)

English Language Learners

RL.3.3: Describe characters and contributions to plot. L.3.6: Acquire and use words and phrases. 
Common Core State StandardsCCSS

Theme
• To identify events in a story that escalate 

the con!ict

Comprehension
• To summarize a story

Lesson Focus Minilesson
 Theme Connection

 Discuss Conflict Escalator  Display Graphic Organizer: 
Conflict Escalator (Digital Resources). Review pages 4–25 
of First Day in Grapes by calling on students to retell what 
happened. Ask students to identify when a character says or 
does something that escalates the conflict, or makes it grow or 
get more serious. Tell students to use words that tell time order, 
or the sequence of events, such as first, next, during, and later. 
Record the character’s statement or action that students first 
identify on the first (bottom) step of the Conflict Escalator. 
Continue adding students’ contributions. CCSS  RL.3.3, L.3.6

The boys say, "Hey, 
new kid."

The boys bother Chico 
at lunch.

Tony makes fun of 
Chico's lunch.



| T13  First Day in Grapes

Lesson 4

Check Comprehension

 Continue Reading  Read aloud pages 26–32 of First Day in 
Grapes. Have students summarize the story’s resolution. Then 
ask these questions to reinforce comprehension:

IDENTIFY CHARACTER TRAITS What strengths does Chico 
have that help him deal with bullies? (Sample response: Chico 
is brave and strong.)

IDENTIFY SOLUTIONS What strategies does Chico use to 
handle the bullies? (He ignores the bullies at first. Then he 
stands up for himself.) CCSS  RL.3.3

Deepen Comprehension

Talk About It  Tell students they are going to discuss 
these questions: When should a person stand up to a bully? 
When should a person choose a different solution? Give 
students time to review their responses to the Write About 
It prompt from Lesson 3 as they consider their response to 
the discussion question. Then begin the discussion. Remind 
students to follow these rules for discussion:

• Students should support their opinions with reasons and 
respect each other’s opinions.

• Students should explain their own ideas clearly and build on 
the ideas of others. CCSS  SL.3.1, SL.3.1b, SL.3.1d

Write About  It  Have students respond to this 
prompt: Do you think that the way Chico handled the 
bullies was effective? Tell why or why not.

Students may require an explanation 
or a demonstration of the following 
terms and phrases in order to 
understand their meanings:

• high-fived, p. 27
Pantomime  

• crowd parted, p. 29
Restate:  people in the crowd moved 

in opposite directions to 
make space

• a cloud of dust, p. 32
Restate:  a lot of dust floating in 

the air
Students may also benefit from an 
explanation of the joke Mike makes 
at Chico’s expense: “ ‘You learn to add 
counting the holes in your roof?’ ” (Mike 
is making fun of Chico for being poor 
and not living in a nice house.)

English Language Learners

Word of the Week: intimidate 

Encourage students to use the word 
intimidate during the Talk About It 
discussion and in their writing.

Theme Vocabulary

Read & Discuss

RL.3.3: Describe characters and contributions to plot. SL.3.1: Engage in collaborative discussions. SL.3.1b: Follow rules 
for discussions. SL.3.1d: Explain ideas and understanding. 

Common Core State StandardsCCSS

Comprehension
• To demonstrate understanding of a text 

read aloud

Listening and Speaking
• To participate in an in-depth discussion 

about concepts related to a text

Lesson Focus
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Lesson 5

ReflectReflect

Lesson Resource 5

DIGITAL RESOURCES

Extra Support
Guided Practice Focus students’ 
attention on Sentences 3, 7, 9, 
and 10. Point out to students that 
each of these sentences needs a word 
that tells what the sentence subject 
did—an action verb that ends in -ed. 
Ask students to identify the four action 
verbs ending in -ed in the word bank. 
Guide students to identify the action 
verb that makes sense in each of these 
sentences. (3. lurched; 7. admitted; 
9. struggled; 10. smirked)

Di!erentiated Instruction

L.3.2f: Use spelling patterns and generalizations. 
Common Core State StandardsCCSS

Vocabulary
• To use new words in sentences
• To use spelling patterns to write 

vocabulary words correctly

Lesson Focus Minilesson
Listening Vocabulary

 Review  Display Lesson Resource 5 (Digital Resources). 
Explain to students that each sentence should be completed 
with a vocabulary word. Then read aloud each sentence, 
saying “blank” where the missing vocabulary word belongs. 
Have all students write on a piece of paper the vocabulary 
word they think belongs in the sentence. After you have read 
all the sentences, call on students to identify which words 
they chose to complete the sentences. Have them then drag 
and drop each word into the matching sentence. Then have 
students make corrections on their own papers. Tell students 
to use spelling patterns they know of to spell the vocabulary 
words correctly, paying special attention to those with the 
endings -ed and -ing. If necessary, review the spelling rules 
regarding adding these endings to words. CCSS  L.3.2f
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Lesson 5

Make Connections

 Revisit the Central Question  Read the Central Question and 
remind students that First Day in Grapes was about a boy who 
solved a conflict in his life.

Theme Vocabulary

betray
collaborate
compromise 

intimidate
manipulate

Challenge students to incorporate the 
Theme Vocabulary into their writing. 
Ask them to focus particularly on the 
Word of the Week, intimidate.

Central Question
How can we solve conflicts in our lives?

Have partners brainstorm answers to the question. Ask 
volunteers to share their thoughts with the class.

Then have students review their Write About It responses 
related to First Day in Grapes. Ask them to think about how 
their responses have affected their thinking about the Central 
Question.

 Respond to Literature  Ask students to respond in writing to 
the following prompt:

What have you learned about solving conflicts this week 
that you can use in your own life?

Before students write responses, encourage them to write 
down some notes. After they have had a few minutes, have 
them share their thoughts with their partners. Next invite 
students to share with the class what they learned from their 
partners, taking care to include relevant details and to speak 
in complete sentences and in a clear, understandable voice. 
Then have students write responses to the prompt. Be sure 
students are aware that you will review their writing, but 
that because it is personal writing, they will not share it with 
classmates. CCSS  SL.3.6, W.3.10

Reflect

W.3.10: Write routinely. SL.3.6: Speak in complete sentences. 
Common Core State StandardsCCSS

Theme
• To relate concepts from a text to the 

Central Question

Writing
• To write in response to literature

Lesson Focus

Reader’s Theater Program  
Introduce the Theme Project 
to the class. Guide students to 
discuss conflict-related problems 
such as bullying that affect the 
school community, and work with 
students to create a list of these 
problems. Then establish student 
groups and have group members 
work together to brainstorm and 
write down conflict resolution 
strategies to address the identified 
problems. Explain that students will 
use their ideas during the coming 
weeks. Be sure to reserve a room 
for students’ performances during 
Week 6.


